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For people that
experience

gender-based violence
(GBV), every day is an

emergency.
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In November 2022, the
federal government

released the National
Action Plan to End Gender-

Based Violence. 
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Survivors and the sectors that support
them have spoken, and they demand

action. Action that is community-
informed and collaborative. Tangible

action that results in meaningful
change for the multitude of survivors

and service providers that remain
closest to this issue. 
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The cornerstone of a National Action Plan to End Gender-Based
Violence must lie in commitment to feminist intersectionality,
respect for human rights, and decolonial action.

An intersectional feminist framework with a focus on substantive equality
and human and Indigenous rights and an understanding of overlapping
oppressions, intersections of harm, and the workings of systemic power is
imperative to implement effective prevention and support strategies geared
towards decolonization and ending gender-based violence for all. This
includes demonstrating a commitment to diversity and inclusion and making
our workplaces, communities, and online spaces safer for everyone,
especially those most impacted.  
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The strategy must fully consider and respond to the many ways violence
manifests in different contexts and communities.

A comprehensive response must include all forms of gender-based violence
and abuse that survivors, frontline anti-violence and GBV workers and
researchers know to be a reality – including colonial violence, coercive control,
systemic violence, economic violence, emotional violence, technology-
facilitated violence, intimate partner violence, familial violence, sexual violence,
spiritual abuse, workplace violence, elder abuse, intergenerational violence,
GBV against people with disabilities, and gendered violence outside of family,
romantic or sexual relationships. The implementation of the NAP to end and
prevent GBV must be harmonized with the 2021 Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women, Girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA+ People NAP and the development
of a national strategy for sexual violence that is specialized and distinct from a
gender-based violence strategy. 
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Contributions of community and civil society organizations are critical
to societal transformation.

While the NAP intentions include community insight at every level, its
implementation must be driven by the directives and direct participation of
community and frontline staff of the anti-violence sector and Indigenous and
feminist movements that have been tackling the complex, nuanced and
systemic root causes of GBV. A robust strategy to confront GBV cannot be
actualized without the full and direct participation of members of the group(s)
advocating for and affected by the plan. Comprehensive training should be
provided to align national, provincial, and local service provider and civil
society mandates and social infrastructure with NAP priorities.  
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